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Chalmers, who had been on'and
off Medicaid before be joined the

-Until recently, the com)
had maintained a fairly loose grip

before January 2000 weré eligible

for the Grace plan.
He said he could fim_lly get every-

lived within 20 mites of the mine
Grace plan, called it "s godsend.”
‘thing he needed.

on the program. Nearly everyone
who applied was accepted, and the
'plan paid-for most prescription

- or mill for at least a full year

2000, promising lifetime medical
care and prescription drug cover-
age for asbestos-related diseases
linked to the company’'s now-
defunct vermiculite mine in

Ore at the mine was contami-
nated with tremolite asbestos.

Former mine workers, their
families and anyone else who had

Libby.

asbeatosis several years ago, is

in the Grace miedijcal plan. The
company started the program in
Chalmers worked there for six
months in the winter of 1967-1968,

W.R. Grace and Co., might not pay : one of about 750 people enrolled

for his medications any more. He

told his medical plan, paid for by
Chalmers, diagnosed with

any of this. I read it in the paper,”

Chalmers said. #]I called the phar-
macy, and they didn’t know any-

thing."

" “They didn’t notify me about

because of complications from
high blood pressure. But if he has
to pay, he might not be able to
afford severa) others he takes.

will take his blood-pressure med-
ication no matter what, he said.
He's already lost sight in one eye

WR. Grace asks

By ERELXA SCHENEX SMITH

. IR State Bureau

dkesn’t Know what will happen
when heigoes to the pharmacy

Monday. - ,
.**"The Libby resident has been

B

~“HELENA - Kéith Chalmers

medical plan getting
tighter
for a review of claims

f

More Iﬂﬂ.pﬂgz 124 I

 Grace: Company says |
“plan isn’t different

i
1
1
i

continuad " gayily related to an asbestas-
o el diene” L
' clut i Butthe changes make
druge, 1:;1:1:1 fﬁ!’eﬁ"}? for il Chalmers and many others
"°§°§‘fo suspicious. People began
as;wma.m, blood-pressure ﬁm_ling out about chanbgoes in
" medications appear to be their drug‘ooveragera :.;t .
among those now on the no- the sume lm?allher Or:f;n e'::
pay list, although he said his that the fﬂ,?;l' mB:'vV; ment
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But Grace has asked the plan _ But T{ca tionsghe e
. administrator, Health Net- ;mn:';:pp o realjie Tt ,
| work America, to audit past ~ Wé Uﬂnb lize e
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t screening new applications I;ngtdh“e 3.""3"‘”
- ﬁnd ch?:s, something never V4 has asked Dr. Paul
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take care of people who have

Johns Hopkins Hospital in
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